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To  the  Benevolent  Citizens  of  Philadelphia ,  and  especially  to 
the  Mechanics ,  Artisans ,  Manufacturers ,  #// 

engaged  in  Industrial  Pursuits. 

Mr.  George  Hayes,  a  partner  of  Ferdinand  J.  Dreer,  in  the 
then  existing  firm  of  Dreer  <5c  Haves,  jewellers  and  gold  chain- 
makers  of  this  city,  died  in  1857,  leav*ng  a  last  will  and  testament, 
in  which  he  directs  that  after  the  payment  of  certain  legacies  therein 
named,  the  residue  of  his  estate  “shall  be  used  for  the  purpose  of 
founding  a  retreat  and  home  for  disabled,  or  aged  and  infirm,  and 
deserving  American  Mechanics.” 

In  obedience  to  the  trust  thus  imposed,  the  executor  of  the  estate 
of  Mr.  Hayes,  procured  from  the  State  of  Pennsylvania  an  Act  of 
Incorporation  for  “The  Haves  Mechanics’  Home;”  and  in  October, 
1858,  the  corporators  named  therein  organized  under  it ;  a  Board  of 
Managers  was  chosen,  and  an  election  for  such  has  been  held  annu¬ 
ally,  since  the  date  of  its  organization  ;  the  corporators,  however, 
deemed  it  advisable  to  await  the  full  realization  of  the  assets  of  the 
estate  before  proceeding  to  commence  the  practical  work  confided 
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to  them,  and  that  cause,  with  others,  has  till  now  prevented  the 
actual  opening  of  such  a  Home  as  it  was  the  wish  of  the  testator 
to  provide. 

The  Managers  have  at  this  time  in  their  hands,  applicable  to  the 
generous  purposes  of  the  testator  : 

In  cash,  or  investments  readily  convertible,  .  .  $31,500 

Real  Estate  in  the  State  of  Michigan,  and  in 

Philadelphia,  and  Securities  that  will  produce  90,000 

$1 21,500 

But  they  are  sensible  that  this  sum  is  not  of  itself  sufficient  to  erect 
the  building,  and  to  provide  for  the  support  of  such  an  institution  as 
the  wants  of  this  large  class  will  make  necessary,  or  such  an  one  as 
in  their  opinion  will  be  creditable  to  the  locality,  or  satisfactory  to 
the  people  of  Philadelphia  ;  and  they  feel  that  it  would  be  unwise 
in  them  to  commence  the  work  confided  to  them  with  their  limited 
means,  without  giving  an  opportunity  to  the  prosperous  mechanics 
in  our  midst,  or  others  of  our  citizens  who  may  desire  to  aid  them 
in  that  work. 

It  is  unnecessary  at  this  day  to  plead  the  cause  of  the  American 
Mechanics.  No  one  ol  our  industrial  classes  is  so  much  exposed, 
in  the  pursuit  of  their  calling,  to  accident  or  injury  ;  few  among 
them  are  able  to  provide  for  old  age  and  its  infirmities  ;  and  among 
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all  the  beneficial  institutions  of  our  city,  which  are  her  pride  and 
pleasure,  there  is  none  especially  provided  for  the  mechanic.  And 
when  we  remember  that  it  is  to  this  class  that  we  are  indebted  for 
the  erection  of  our  comfortable  homes,  our  warehouses,  our  manu¬ 
factories,  our  ships  and  steamers,  and  our  extensive  machine  shops, 
who  in  fact  have  builded  our  city,  and  whose  daily  production,  in 
every  department  of  labor,  are  at  this  day  the  basis  of  our  commerce 
and  the  permanent  source,  of  our  prosperity,  it  is  to  us  occasion  of 
surprise,  that  our  benevolence  has  not  more  especially  marked 
them  as  its  chosen  objects,  and  sought  to  provide  for  the  aged  or 
infirm  deserving  mechanics,  some  retreat  in  adversity,  that  may  be 
a  home  distinctively  their  own. 

It  may  be  well  to  add,  that  it  is  the  present  purpose  of  the  Mana¬ 
gers  to  erect  at  first  a  central  building,  to  bear  the  name  of  George 
Hayes,  and  to  adopt  such  a  plan  of  building  as  will  look  to  the 
addition,  at  future  times,  of  other  buildings,  bearing  the  names  of 
such  donors  as  will  contribute  or  devise  a  certain  sufficient  sum 
therefor. 

The  undersigned  would  respectfully  ask  from  such  of  our  citizens 
as  feel  disposed,  proffers  of  aid,  whether  to  assist  in  the  erection  of 
the  buildings,  or  for  the  endowment  and  support  of  the  Institution 

when  erected,  and  they  hope  for  such  generous  support  as  will  enable 

them  to  provide  a  Mechanics’  Home  that  shall  be  worthy  of  the 
name. 
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Communications  addressed  to  either  of  the  undersigned  will  be 
gratefully  received. 

George  W.  Simons,  6ii  Sansom  Street. 

James  E.  Caldwell,  902  Chestnut  Street. 

Thos.  C.  Garrett,  Green  &  Coulter  Sts.,  Germantown. 
Eli  W.  Bailey,  S.  E.  cor.  12th  and  Chestnut  Streets. 
Ferdinand  J.  Dreer,  1520  Spruce  Street. 

Thomas  Sparks,  1813  Walnut  Street. 

George  W.  Hill,  S.  E.  cor.  4th  and  Chestnut  Streets. 
Fred’k  C.  Brightly,  420  Library  Street. 

Lewis  E.  Welles,  524  Walnut  Street. 

Henry  J.  White,  21  South  Seventh  Street. 

H.  B.  Ashmead,  1102  Sansom  Street. 

Horace  J.  Smith,  Hestonville  Post-office. 

E.  Tracy,  Ledger  Building. 

Th  omas  Maddock,  Jr.,  61  i  Sansom  Street. 

13.  T.  Pratt,  727  Walnut  Street. 


Form  of  Bequest. 


I  give,  devise  and  bequeath  to  “The  Hayes  Mechanics’  Home 

of  the  City  of  Philadelphia,”  the  sum  of  dollars, 

(or  if  in  real  estate  or  securities,  specifically  describe  such),  to  aid  in 

the  support  of  that  Institution  ;  or,  if  the  intent  be  to  provide  for 

the  erection  of  an  additional  building,  to  bear  the  testator’s  name, 

% 

so  state.  Such  building,  let  it  be  remembered,  will  require  not  less 
than  ten  thousand  dollars. 


CONSTITUTION 


The  subscribers,  citizens  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania, 
being  desirous  to  acquire  and  enjoy  the  powers  and  immunities  of  a 
Corporation,  for  the  purpose  of  founding  a  Home  for  disabled,  aged 
or  infirm,  and  deserving  American  Mechanics,  have  adopted  the 
following  Articles  for  their  government : 

ARTICLE  I. 

\ 

The  name,  style  and  title  of  this  Corporation  shall  be  “The 
Hayes  Mechanics’  Home.”  Its  object  shall  be  the  founding  and 
providing  of  a  Retreat  and  Home  for  disabled,  aged  or  infirm,  and 
deserving  American  Mechanics. 

ARTICLE  II. 

'The  affairs  of  the  Corporation  shall  be  conducted  by  a  Board  of 
five  Managers,  who  shall  be  all  resident  citizens  of  the  Common¬ 
wealth  of  Pennsylvania,  and  shall  be  elected  at  the  annual  meeting, 
to  be  held  on  the  first  Monday  of  May,  in  every  year,  in  such  man¬ 
ner  as  shall  be  prescribed  by  the  By-Laws.  Vacancies  in  the  Board 
\ 

may  be  filled  by  the  remaining  Managers,  for  the  unexpired  term. 
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ARTICLE  III. 

The  officers  of  this  Corporation  shall  be  a  President,  Secretary, 
and  Treasurer,  who  shall  be  elected  annually  by  the  Board  of 
Managers,  at  such  time  and  in  such  manner,  and  shall  perform  such 
duties,  as  the  By-Laws  shall  prescribe.  Th.e  Board  of  Managers 
shall  have  power  to  fill  vacancies  in  the  said  offices,  for  the  un¬ 
expired  term. 

ARTICLE  IV. 

The  number  of  corporators  shall  never  exceed  fifteen,  nor  be  less 
than  five.  Citizens  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania  shall  be 
admitted  as  members  of  the  said  Corporation,  at  such  times  and 
upon  such  conditions  as  shall  be  prescribed  by  the  By-Laws.  If  the 
number  of  corporators  shall  be  reduced  to  less  than  five,  the  remain¬ 
ing  members  shall  have  power  to  meet  and  elect  new  members  of 
the  Corporation. 

ARTICLE  V. 

There  shall  be  an  annual  meeting  of  the  said  corporators  on  the 
first  Monday  of  May.  Special  meetings  may  be  called  by  the 
President,  whenever  the  interests  of  the  Corporation  shall  make  it 
expedient. 

ARTICLE  VI. 

The  subscribers  and  their  successors  shall  be  and  become  a  Cor¬ 
poration  or  body  politic  in  law  and  in  fact,  to  have  continuance  by 
the  corporate  name  aforesaid,  and  shall  have  full  power  and  authority 
to  make,  have  and  use  one  common  seal,  with  such  device  and 
inscription  as  they  shall  judge  proper,  and  the  same  to  break,  alter 
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and  renew  at  their  pleasure  ;  and  by  the  corporate  name  aforesaid, 
shall  be  capable  in  law  to  sue  and  to  be  sued,  plead  and  to  be  im¬ 
pleaded  in  any  court  or  courts,  before  any  judge  or  judges,  justice 
or  justices,  in  all  manner  of  suits,  complaints,  pleas,  causes,  matters 
and  demands  whatsoever,  and  all  and  every  matter  or  thing,  therein 
to  do,  in  as  full  and  effectual  a  majiner  as  any  other  person  or  per¬ 
sons,  bodies  politic  and  corporate,  within  this  Commonwealth  may 
or  can  do  ;  and  shall  be  authorized  and  empowered  to  make  Rules, 
By-Laws,  and  Ordinances,  and  to  do  everything  needful  for  the 
good  government  and  support  of  the  affairs  of  the  said  Corporation. 
Provided  always ,  That  the  said  By-Laws,  Rules  and  Ordinances,  or 
any  of  them,  be  not  repugnant  to  the  Constitution  and  Laws  of 
the  United  States,  to  the  Constitution  and  Laws  of  this  Common¬ 
wealth,  or  to  the  present  instrument. 

ARTICLE  VII. 

The  said  corporators  and  their  successors,  being  citizens  of  this 
Commonwealth,  by  the  corporate  name,  style  and  title  aforesaid, 
shall  be  able  and  capable  in  law,  according  to  the  terms  and  condi¬ 
tions  of  this  instrument,  to  take,  receive  and  hold  all  manner  of 
lands,  tenements,  rents,  annuities,  franchises  and  hereditaments,  and 
any  sum  and  sums  of  money,  and  any  manner  and  portion  of  goods 
and  chattels  given  and  bequeathed  unto  them,  to  be  employed  and 
disposed  of  according  to  the  objects,  articles  and  conditions  of  this 
instrument,  the  articles  and  By-Laws  of  this  Corporation,  and  the 
will  and  intention  of  the  donors.  Provided ,  That  the  clear  yearly 
value  or  income  of  the  real  and  personal  estate,  held  by  the  said  Corpo¬ 
ration,  shall  not  at  any  time  exceed  the  sum  of  five  thousand  dollars. 
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ARTICLE  VIII. 

The  funds  of  this  Corporation  shall  be  applied  to  the  founding, 
establishing  and  supporting  a  Home  and  Retreat  for  disabled,  aged 
or  infirm,  and  deserving  American  Mechanics,  who  shall  be  admitted 
to  the  benefits  and  advantages  thereof,  in  such  manner  and  upon 
such  terms  and  conditions,  and  under  such  regulations  as  shall  be 
prescribed  by  the  By-Laws. 

ARTICLE  IX. 

The  following-named  persons  shall  constitute  the  first  Board  of 
Managers  of  the  said  Corporation,  namely:  Ferdinand  J.  Dreer, 
Lewis  E.  Welles,  Samuel  Sears,  James  I).  Anderson,  and  Dundas 
T.  Pratt. 


Office  of  the  Attorney-General. 

I  hereby  certify,  that  1  have  perused  and  examined  the  within 
Articles  of  Association  of  The  Hayes  Mechanics’  Home,  and 
am  of  the  opinion  that  the  objects,  articles,  and  conditions  therein 
contained  are  lawful. 

John  C.  Knox. 


Philadelphia,  3d  May,  A.  D.  1858. 
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We,  the  Justices  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  Pennsylvania,  do 
certify  that  we  have  examined  and  perused  the  within  instrument  of 
writing,  and  concur  with  the  Attorney-General  in  the  opinion  that 
the  objects,  articles,  and  conditions  therein  set  forth  and  contained, 
are  lawful,  and  it  is  ordered  by  the  Court,  that  the  yearly  income  of 
the  said  Corporation,  other  than  from  real  estate,  be  limited  to  the 
sum  of  two  thousand  dollars  (§2000). 

Witness  our  hands,  at  Harrisburg,  this  eighteenth  day  of  May, 
Anno  Domino  1858. 

W.  H.  Lowrie. 

Geo.  W.  Woodward. 

James  Thompson. 

Wm.  A.  Porter. 


I,  William  H.  Miller,  Prothonotary  of  the  Supreme  Court  of 
Pennsylvania,  for  the  Middle  District,  do  certify  that  the  within  in¬ 
strument  of  writing  was  presented  to  the  Justices  of  the  Supreme 
Court  of  Pennsylvania,  and  was  by  them  duly  allowed,  as  appears 
by  their  above  certificates. 

In  testimony  whereof  I  have  hereunto  sub¬ 
scribed  my  name,  and  affixed  the  seal  of  the  said 
Supreme  Court  at  Harrisburg,  this  eighteenth  day 
of  May,  Anno  Domino  1858. 

Wm.  H.  Miller, 


Proth’y  Sup.  Ct.,  M.  D. 


14 


Executive  Chamber, 

Harrisburg,  June  21,  1858. 


To  Wm.  M.  Heister,  Esq., 

♦ 

Secretary  of  the  Commonwealth. 

Sir  : — Let  the  above  foregoing  instrument  of  writing  be  enrolled 
according;  to  law. 


Wm.  F.  Packer. 


Secretary’s  Office, 


Pennsylvania,  ss. 


Enrolled  in  Charter  Book,  vol.  No.  8,  pages  90,  91  and  92. 

In  testimony  whereof  I  have  hereunto  set  my  hand,  and  caused 
the  seal  of  the  Secretary’s  Office  to  be  affixed  hereto,  at  Harrisburg, 
this  twenty-first  day  of  June,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand 

eight  hundred  and  fifty-eight,  and  of  the  Com¬ 
monwealth  the  eighty-second. 

Wm.  M.  Heister, 


Secretary  of  the  Commonwealth. 


BY-LAWS. 


1.  All  elections  held  under  the  Charter  shall  be  by  ballot. 

2.  The  President  shall  preside  at  all  meetings  of  the  Board  of 
Managers,  or  in  his  absence,  one  of  the  Board  shall  preside,  who 
shall  be  designated  by  those  of  the  Board  present  at  the  meeting. 
It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  President  to  call  a  meeting  of  the  Board 
of  Managers,  at  least  once  in  six  months,  and  at  other  times,  when 
requested  by  a  majority  of  the  Board  of  Managers.  He  shall  sign 
all  warrants  upon  the  Treasurer,  ordered  to  be  drawn  by  the  Board 
of  Managers,  for  payment  of  debts  due  by  the  Corporation,  to  be 
countersigned  by  the  Secretary,  and  shall  make  an  annual  report  of 
all  things  which  may  be  of  interest  to  the  corporators. 

3.  The  Secretary  shall  keep  a  record  of  all  the  proceedings  of 
the  Corporation  ;  he  shall  examine,  file  away,  and  keep  all  bills  and 
papers  relating  thereto ;  and  shall  countersign  all  orders  on  the 
Treasurer,  directed  by  the  Board  of  Managers  ;  and  do  and  per¬ 
form  generally  such  matters  and  things  as  the  By-Laws  of  the 
Corporation  may  from  time  to  time  direct  and  appoint. 

4.  The  Treasurer  shall  be  the  custodian  of  all  moneys  paid  to 
the  Corporation,  and  shall  liquidate  all  demands  upon  the  same, 
upon  orders  directed  to  be  drawn  by  the  Board  of  Managers,  and 


countersigned  by  the  President  and  Secretary.  He  shall,  if  required 
by  the  Board  of  Managers,  give  security  for  the  faithful  perform¬ 
ance  of  his  office,  in  such  amount  as  the  Board  may  direct. 

5.  Corporators  may  be  chosen  and  elected  by  the  unanimous  vote 
of  the  Board  of  Managers,  from  time  to  time,  whenever  the  full 
number  provided  for  by  the  Charter  shall  not  be  complete. 


